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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
The Provident Bank of New Jersey Selected as National Winner of NerdWallet 

Community Banking Award 
 

 (Iselin, NJ) April 30, 2014— The Provident Bank (www.ProvidentNJ.com) was 
selected as the national winner of NerdWallet’s 2014 Community Banking Local 
Project Award for its post-Hurricane Sandy loan program that provided expedient 
financial relief to those affected by the storm. 
 
“The Provident Bank’s loan program stood out as a clear and prudent response to 
the disastrous results of Hurricane Sandy,” said program judge Terry Jorde, Senior 
Executive Vice President and Chief of Staff for the Independent Community Bankers 
of America® (www.icba.org). “For all those struggling to get by in the aftermath, 
Provident was there to see them through to stability and took on considerable 
financial risk in doing so.” 
 
The Provident Bank’s Storm Damage Assistance Loan Program offered low 2.99% 
APR, 5-year, unsecured loans with a $10,000 limit to New Jersey residents – 
including renters. The loans promised a fast 72-hour approval process to meet the 
dire need of storm victims, many of whom were out of work, waiting for assistance 
and dealing with thousands of dollars in damages to their homes. In total, the bank 
provided 106 loans, totaling $987,000, providing crucial comfort to locals whose 
residences were flooded and uprooted, and whose possessions were destroyed. 
 
“What The Provident Bank did with their Hurricane Sandy loan program is such a 
great example of how community banks can make an impact locally,” said Jelena 
Ewart, NerdWallet’s General Manager of Credit and Banking. “When residents of 
New Jersey were in need, they were there to help them rebuild.” 
 
The Provident Bank will be presented with the National Award at the bank’s 
headquarters in Iselin, N.J. NerdWallet will also donate $1,500 to a charity of the 
bank’s choosing. 
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The Provident Bank congratulates all the finalists considered for the award for their 
outstanding dedication to their local communities.   
 
Finalists included Citizens Bank of Edmond in Oklahoma, which received the first 
Honorable Mention for its partnership with a local organization that aids the 
homeless and Farmers & Merchants Bank of Ashland in Nebraska, which received 
the second Honorable Mention for leading the funding of the $5.2 million Ashland 
Community Resource Center, which will serve as a new library, senior center and 
community meeting area when it’s completed later this year.  
 
NerdWallet’s Community Banking Local Project Award recognizes outstanding 
examples of public or private financings by community banks. Applications were 
received from banks across the United States that demonstrate the valuable ways 
community banks enrich and revitalize their local economies. Financing projects 
were evaluated for their impact on the community and evidence of relationship 
lending. 
 
More information about The Provident Bank is available at www.ProvidentNJ.com. 
Visit www.Facebook.com/ProvidentNJ and www.Twitter.com/ProvidentNJ to join 
the conversations.  
 
About The Provident Bank 
With $5.2 billion in deposits, The Provident Bank (www.ProvidentNJ.com) serves its 
customers via a network of full-service branches throughout northern and central 
New Jersey. The Provident Bank is the wholly owned subsidiary of Provident 
Financial Services, Inc. (NYSE:PFS), which reported assets of $7.5 billion as of March 
31, 2014.  
 
About NerdWallet 
NerdWallet provides transparent financial advice. Across banking, credit cards, 
education, health care, insurance, investments, mortgages and shopping, we offer 
data-driven tools and impartial information to help you make the best decisions 
about the money you work hard to earn. 
 
About the Independent Community Bankers of America 
The Independent Community Bankers of America®, the nation’s voice for more than 
6,500 community banks of all sizes and charter types, is dedicated exclusively to 
representing the interests of the community banking industry and its membership 
through effective advocacy, best-in-class education and high-quality products and 
services. 
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